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HB 251 appropriates $43,000 to support a monitoring study to be
performed by the Hawaii Institute of Marine Biology, with assistance from
other University units. The purpose of the study is to evaluate an
apparent disease outbreak in corals at Hanauma Bay, with corroborative
control studies in Puako and Honalua Bays.
Our statement on this bill does not represent an institutional
position of the University of Hawaii.
Early diagnosis of organismic disease in the marine environment is
crucial if effective management is to be achieved. Coral reef experts
have identified an apparently progressive discoloration and decay of coral
tissues on reefs in Hanauma Bay. To date, we have no knowledge of the
etiology of this phenomenon, but given the high level of environmental
stress characteristic of this region, there is reason for concern that
some form of management may be advisable to prevent this condition from
worsening. The proposed research will establish the baseline of
information necessary to evaluate the course of this coral decay.
Previous studies of Hawaiian marine ecosystems have documented the
capacity of the environment to respond positively to a relaxation of
stress, and to return to a high quality state. However, the degree of
recovery has been shown to be directly dependent on the early diagnosis
and remedial attention to the problem. The proposed funding would appear
to be a modest investment in the maintenance of one of our most
economically important natural resources.
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